
Hot Weather Guidelines (segment copied from BCB National Championship Policy)  

1. The National Officiating Committee has created these guidelines as steps to take in extreme 

hot weather conditions to protect the health of players and maintain the quality of play.  

2. The following guidelines are derived from a consultative process and a literature review. They 

are meant to assist players, officials and event hosts in mitigating the effects of hot weather and 

deciding when to suspend play on the green.  

3. These guidelines are based on temperature readings from the local weather station, but it is 

recognized that local conditions on the green may vary. Instructions on the proper set-up of a 

thermometer at the venue are included in these guidelines.  

4. Consideration has also been given to using Humidex readings in these guidelines. The 

Humidex is an index used to describe how hot the weather feels to the average person, by 

combining the effects of heat and humidity.  

General preparedness  

5. Players, officials and spectators should be encouraged to wear hats or other head protection.  

6. Water and/ or other drinks shall be readily available.  

Procedure  

7. When the temperature reaches 35 degrees Celsius at the venue, play/competition should be 

interrupted at 20-minute intervals (at the completion of the end in play) for a period of 5 minutes, 

during which time, drinks should be made available. Any time limit imposed on the interrupted 

game will be waived.  

i. If the Wet Bulb Globe Temperature measuring device is available, any reading in 

relation to an estimated risk of “High”  

as per Table 2 results in play interruptions at 20-minute intervals (at the completion of the 

end in play) for a period of 5  

minutes. Any time limit imposed on the interrupted game will be waived.  

8. When the temperature reaches 38 degrees Celsius at the venue, play/competition will be 

suspended.  

i. If the Wet Bulb Globe Temperature measuring device is available, any reading in 

relation to an estimated risk of  

“Excessive” as per Table 2 results in play/competition being suspended.  



9. It will be at the discretion of the Head Event Umpire, on behalf of the Controlling Body, to 

determine whether to discontinue play. Consideration should be given to all relevant factors, 

including the age and health of players and officials, the level of humidity, and the amount of 

shade or shelter available at the venue.  

10. At National Competition level, the “weather watcher” will be the Duty Umpire(s) while the 

individual responsible for interrupting or suspending play will be the Head Event Umpire or, if 

there is more than one venue, the Venue Umpire. 

 


